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Visit spartandaily.com
for video coverage
BY ANDREA SANDOVAL
@axsand0val
The Be the Match registry
drive on Thursday educated students on campus about signing
up for being a possible marrow
donor, something that could potentially save the life of a person
in need.
Did you know every four
minutes someone is diagnosed
with blood cancer?
For many patients with diseases such as sickle cell anemia
and leukemia, their best chance
for recovery, the only chance for
life, is a bone marrow transplant.
The Nu Alpha Kappa fraternity partnered with the bone
marrow drive early last week as
part of its philanthropy.
Ernesto Ramos, senior forensic science major and president
of the Nu Alpha Kappa fraternity, explained how he is excited to
be a part of a great cause.
He himself is a donor and,
although he has not yet been
contacted, Ramos is very excited to be able to potentially save
someone’s life.
Community
engagement
representative Frances Lee engaged students by informing
them about donating bone marrow, specifically focusing on
people of diverse backgrounds
because there is a lack of diversity in the registry.
“People of color have a hard

SEE DONOR ON PAGE 2

Raymond Ibale | Spartan Daily
Junior child development student Andy Nguyen flips his red scarf through the air during
his Southern Islands dance for Pilipino Culture Night at the Elizabeth A. Hangs Theater
in Santa Clara on Friday and Saturday night.

Filipino students connect with roots
Visit spartandaily.com
for video coverage
BY RAYMOND IBALE
@RaymondIbale
Family and friends packed the Elizabeth A.
Hangs Theater in Santa Clara to watch the yearlong prepped play “Laban.”
The Akbayan Pilipino-American Organization
of San Jose State celebrated 27 years of Filipino culture with its two-night Pilipino Cultural Night on
Friday and Saturday.
The theatrical presentation “Laban,” meaning
fight in Tagalog, featured a wide variety of performing arts that emphasized the Philippine culture.
“I chose ‘Laban’ because it means fight in Tagalog,” said Mia Guevarra, Pilipino Cultural Night
coordinator. “But I feel like it means so much to

this story and is partly the ultimate message. Not
every fight has to be violent which I think is what
really made me want to name it ‘Laban.’”
The celebration included folk art, music and
performances by students. A choir sang songs in
English and Tagalog, contemporary and hip-hop
dance pieces were performed by students, a live
Rondalla (ensemble of stringed instruments) and
student music ensembles played the background
music throughout the progress of the show.
The event went an hour longer than planned
and included Filipino cultural dances in the
play.
The play followed a young couple and their
families, pitted against one another just like
William Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet.”
“I had hoped to write a ‘Romeo and Juliet’
story of Maria and Ricardo during the 1960s.

AROUND THE WORLD

SEE FILIPINO ON PAGE 2

A discussion about ethics
in business education at San
Jose State University allowed
professors and students to
share their views on the current curriculum and what
can be done to improve it on
Thursday.
Organized by Bruneil Chamaki, an accounting major
and the president of the Business Ethics Club, “The Future
of Business Ethics Education
at San Jose State” panel focused on exposing attendants
to the moral and ethical issues
that arise in the world of finance and business.
According to Chamaki,
although courses on ethics in
business are taught at SJSU,
he believed students could
use more information to
avoid dishonest behavior in
their professional career.
“Other academic institutions routinely and openly
speak about ethics in business,” Chamaki said. “San
Jose State certainly does this
but its always had room for
improvement.”
The panel was primarily
made up of Chamaki’s past
professors as well as those
that covered special interest
topics such as economics professor Jeffrey Hummel.
“I know (Chamaki) went
through a lot of work to put
this together and I’m glad it
turned out to be a success,”

SEE ETHICS ON PAGE 2

PREACHING PROGRESS

‘Progressive Islam’ explained
BY RAECHEL PRICE
@rae_thecyborg

Andrea Sandoval | Spartan Daily
Students for Justice in Palestine prepare for their traditional dance performance at the Cultural Showcase in the Student Union Ballroom on Thursday.

Groups showcase campus diversity
Visit spartandaily.com
for video coverage
BY R IGOBERTO GOMES
& ANDREA SANDOVAL
@AskRigo @axsand0val
More than 100 students and San Jose community members lined up to attend the second
annual San Jose State University Cultural Showcase that took place at the Student Union Ballroom on Thursday.
The cultural showcase celebrated SJSU’s rich
ethnic diversity with performances featuring a
spectrum of student groups.

As people walked in a line to enter the ballroom, they received a goodie bag filled with cultural candy from around the world, including
Kukulka, Hello Panda, Tamarindo Spoons and
Kasugai gummy candy.
There were paintings on display by SJSU art
students and information resource tables that
presented various facts about different countries
in the second floor hall of the Student Union for
the attendees to entertain themselves before entering the show.
Ceramic goods were put on display by Joey
Agcopra, senior art major, Shadeh Begian,

SEE CULTURE ON PAGE 2

A side of Islam that often goes unnoticed by the West is its progressive side,
students learned at a workshop held by
the Mosaic Cross Cultural Center at
San Jose State on Thursday.
The workshop, “Progressiveness in
Islam,” highlighted feminist and LGBT
-friendly movements within Muslim
communities around the globe.
The workshop was moderated by
Mosaic interns Fatema Elbakoury
and Zain Ahmed, who started the
session with the simple question:
“What is Islam?”
Students admitted to not knowing
much and asked questions about the
difference between the terms Muslim
and Islam, which Elbakoury clarified
as the name of the religion while to be
Muslim is to be a follower of Islam.
Elbakoury and Ahmed gave students a brief introduction to the main
tenants of the Islamic faith, including
an explanation of the Islamic holy texts,
the Quran being the primary text, and
contributions to the West such as geometry, algebra and calligraphy.
Elbakoury drew from examples of
double standards within media representation of Islam, showing a short clip

of CNN’s Don Lemon asking “insensitive” questions during an interview
with Muslim scholar Reza Aslan, who
was asked to respond to what Elbakoury sees as Islamaphobic comments
like the ones habitually made by HBO
host Bill Maher.
Maher, in defense of his comments
made during an October 2014 episode
of his show, called Islam “the only religion that acts like the mafia, that
will f---king kill you if you say the
wrong thing.”
Reporters require Muslim scholars
to condemn acts of religiously-charged
violence in the way they do not require
of Christian or Jewish scholars, according to Elbakoury.
Western media, she said, wishes
to paint all 1.6 billion Muslims worldwide with the same brush, refusing to
acknowledge that not all Muslim countries are the same.
Frustration was expressed by those
in the room that such misrepresentation happens.
Elbakoury pointed out this misrepresentation is happening on supposedly
“liberal” media networks.
“If liberals think Islam is bad, then
we’re screwed,” Elbakoury said.

SEE ISLAM ON PAGE 2
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By the time that school started I started losing interest and lacked progress,” Guevarra
said. “It wasn’t until we had our first general
workshop of the semester, a guest lecture by
SJSU professor Kim Komenich, (discussing)
the EDSA Revolution in the Philippines
in 1986. His pictures and stories triggered
something that inspired the story known today as ‘laban.’”
The fictional story follows Maria Santiago
and Ricardo Ibarra, who are meant for each
other but are not allowed to see each other
because of their parents’ differences in their
loyalty to their presidential candidate.
Santiago’s family is on Corazon Aquino’s
side, while Ricardo’s family is on Ferdinand
Marco’s side. This story takes place during
the People Power Revolution, also known as
the EDSA Revolution.
The forbidden lovers’ struggle goes beyond their families as it involves something
bigger than themselves. The story spans over
four days as both sides fight for their coun-

DONOR

FROM PAGE 1

time finding a match,” Lee
said. “I am here to try to
increase the diversity.”
There are two ways
someone can donate bone
marrow.
First, donors must
complete a questionnaire
with their background
information. Next, four
cheek swabs are taken
and sealed in an envelope
where they are taken to
the lab for further testing.
The cheek swabs are
added to the tissue type
of the donor for the registry where donors will
stay until they turn 61
or withdraw. If there is
a match, the person is
called and the donating
process begins.
Depending on the donor, the doctor decides
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try, their freedom and their love.
Folk dances and performances sang in
Tagalog throughout the play provided the
audience with a taste of what Filipino culture
is all about.
“Teaching folk dance gives me another
outlet to share my knowledge of the Pilipino
culture,” said Charlene Estolas, cultural director and cabinet member. “I hope our students learn the embodiment of the different
Pilipino people based on the region where
they are from in the Philippines.”
Pilipino Cultural Night gave students a
chance to express themselves to the community.
“I like performing and I just want to share
to the community what the Pilipino culture
is and having fun with the entire cast because this cast is really amazing,” said Patrick Solis, junior computer science major.
Akbayan adopted cultural awareness and
community activism to become one of the
most active and respected organizations at
SJSU.
Raymond Ibale is a Spartan Daily staff
writer.

which way of donating is
best.
Peripheral blood stem
cell, also known as PBSC,
is the first way. Donors take
a drug for five days to increase the number of cells
in their bloodstream used
for transplanting. The cells
are gathered by using a
non-surgical method experience, according to bethematch.org. Side effects include some minor head and
body aches but this method
often allow donors to get
back to their normal lives
within a day or two.
The other possible way
is a surgical procedure
for which donors must be
anesthetized. Donors take
anywhere from two to
seven days to get back into
their daily routine but often
feel lower back soreness.
Seventy percent of patients who need a mar-

row transplant do not
have a matching donor
in their family.
Twelve-thousand patients per year receive
transplants from someone
outside of their family according to bethematch.org.
Marilyn Rodriguez, a
junior accounting major,
came to the event because
she wanted to donate to
those who do not have the
opportunity to live.
One of her family members was diagnosed with
cancer so being a part of the
registry hits home for her.
“If I got matched tomorrow, I definitely would
do it without a doubt,” Rodriguez said.
Those interested in
joining the marrow registry can find out more at
bethematch.org/nak.
Andrea Sandoval is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.

Raymond Ibale | Spartan Daily
Victor (Daniel Lazo) screams at Jose Ibarra (Christian Villanueva) because
of his disdain for the military during the Pilipino Culture Night on Friday and
Saturday night.

ETHICS

FROM PAGE 1

Hummel said.
Philosophy professor and pre-law advisor
Rita Manning started the panel discussion
by explaining the shareholder value myth
and the difficulty it posed when it came to
business ethics.
“One of the biggest challenges for teaching business ethics is this idea that directors
and executives of corporations actually have
a primary responsibility to their shareholders to increase their wealth, and that very
often runs counter to the ordinary ethical
obligations they might feel as an individual,”
Manning said.
Then, SJSU philosophy professor Anand
Vaidya spoke after Manning. He focused on
the importance of teaching business ethics
courses with non-Western practices and
ideas.
“How can we take seriously the idea that
we are preparing students for participation
in a global business environment when we
export the Eurocentric model of business
ethic education?” Vaidya said.
According to Vaidya, although he and
Manning have books with chapters focused
on non-Western ideologies, there’s always
room for improvement at SJSU.
Philosophy professor Janet Giddings explained business ethics classes were crucial
in teaching students to learn from others’
perspectives and experiences, not their own.

ISLAM

FROM PAGE 1

Another double standard in the media is the discrepancies in the attitudes
toward the Charlie Hebdo
incident and Maurice Sinet’s blatant anti-semitism.
In one instance, the liberal media upheld freedom
of speech and sided with
the xenophobic comic artist, and in the other they
completely
condemned
Sine as a bigot.
Islam is a religion of compassion, peace and kindness,
with parallels to the other
Abrahamic religions, according to Elbakoury.
Elbakoury
expressed
her wish for Islam to be
seen as a religion of “radical welcome.”

She also said these courses allowed students to think about the effects of their actions and the consequences that may occur.
“Business ethic courses help us think
about our behaviors and how we may be
contributing to short or long-term consequences, negative consequences even,” Giddings said.
Philosophy department chair Peter
Hadreas also participated in the panel and
explained the reason why people love money
based on three different philosophers’ view:
Plato, Baruch Spinoza and Adam Smith.
Hummel, the only economist on the panel, offered a different view on business ethics.
According to Hummel, incentive structures are the main cause for financial crises
and not fraudulent or unethical behaviors.
“If you really want to solve the problems,
we can talk about ethics. Ethics are important, I don’t want to deny that, but you also
need to talk about incentives and why sometimes the incentive structure leads good
people to do things that have bad outcomes,”
Hummel said.
Senior sociology major Lisa Manss said
more panels such as these should be held.
“I think that this is the kind of thing that
needs to happen a lot more often were we really take a lot of perspectives from different
departments and we allow them to discuss
issues that are happening today and that affect all of us,” Manss said.
Stacy Torres is a Spartan Daily staff
writer.

Elbakoury cited strong
female figures within the
faith and strong female
leaders in today’s Muslim
communities, including
Benazir Bhutto, the first
female prime minister of
Pakistan who was assassinated in 2007, and Malala
Yousafzai, who Elbakoury
praised for using her faith
as a driver for change.
“Religion and women’s
rights aren’t mutually exclusive,” Elbakoury said.
Ahmed and Elbakoury
showed videos from TED
Talks on Islamophobia,
including a speech from
21-year-old scholar Zena
Agha titled “How Islam
made me a feminist.”
“It was so clear to me,”
Elbakoury said of the
connection between Islam

CULTURE
FROM PAGE 1

sophomore art major, and Francis Gayo,
junior psychology major.
Tables were fi lled with mugs, painted
owls, bowls, vases and animal displays.
The event was organized by participants in the SJSU Salzburg Program to
promote global citizenship.
“Encouraging cultural curiosity,
teaching people something that’s engaging and accessible is what it’s all about,”
Okin said.
Last year’s show had 300-400 attendees, and this year the number doubled,
according to Okin.
Many performances from different
groups and individuals showcased their
hard work and effort on stage to represent their culture and show diversity.
Some of the many groups that danced
onstage and showed off their moves were
the King Library Rockers, Pride of the Pacific Islanders, Grupo Folklorico Luna y
Sol and Students for Justice in Palestine.

and feminism.
Ahmed said historically, homosexuality wasn’t
taboo in Islam. He showed
examples of LGBT-friendly communities, such as
in India where the Hijras
live openly as a third gender, presenting as female
yet identifying as neither
man nor woman.
The Bugis people, a
predominantly Muslim
Indonesian ethnic group,
recognize five separate
gender identities.
Mosaic’s next workshop called Classism and
Power Dynamics will be
held on Thursday in Modular A next to the A.S.
Print Shop.
Raechel Price is a
Spartan Daily staff
writer.

Each group had different moves that
connected with the culture they represented while having the audience members cheer them on.
A specific group that had the audience cheering and chanting was Grupo
Folklorico Luna y Sol.
The group had an all-female dance
performance to Mexican ranchera music and performed a short skit onstage,
grabbing the audience’s attention with
their rifles and hard tap dancing.
They ended their performance with
the male dancers onstage dancing sideby-side with the female dancers, in a
more intimate number.
All performers wore different outfits that
related to their cultural dance and kept the
audience’s eyes onstage at all times.
Joint supporters of the SJSU Cultural
Showcase event were the Associated Students, the Alumni Association, University
Housing, several college departments and
contributors from the local community.
Rigoberto Gomes and Andrea Sandoval
are Spartan Daily staff writers.
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Visit spartandaily.com for
video coverage
BY HENRY NAVARRO
@manof2moro
Superheroes, aliens, robots converged in San Jose
pushing the geek frontier.
Geeks everywhere were
drawn to the calling of San
Jose’s Big Wow Comic Fest.
They tout this gathering
of geeks as “the original
artist friendly convention.”
Each comic artist had
their own booth on the
convention floor where
fans were able to meet
them, get autographs and
request commissions.
Nicole Brune is a fantasy pinup artist who specializes in “painting hot chicks
and turning your favorite
beloved characters into
pinups.”
She takes advantage of
the fact that Big Wow is an
artist-based convention.
“It’s really great to have
artists showcase their work
when you have so many

Raphael Stroud | Spartan Daily
Justin Thrift looks through comics to buy at the 2015 Big Wow Comic Fest, a
Bay Area-based comic convention.
fans coming here just for
the art,” Brune said.
Dan Magsino, a graphic designer from Vallejo,
brought his two sons to
show them the dedication
that goes into the comic
book industry.
“I’m looking at all the
cool art the artists have and
it’s pretty amazing and inspiring,” Magsino said.
Cosplayers walked the

floor dressed as their favorite heroes, villains or
anthropomorphic turtles.
There were more than
100 special guests from
different sectors of the entertainment industry who
attracted their fans for autographs and photo ops.
The headliners were
Tom Felton, who played
Draco Malfoy from the
“Harry Potter” franchise,

and Jake Lloyd, young
Anakin Skywalker in “Star
Wars Episode I.”
Lee Hester, a comic
store owner and vendor at
Big Wow, knew about the
convention but didn’t have
the incentive to attend until Big Wow announced it
was having one of the biggest names in comic books
as one of the guests.
“I haven’t been to this

convention in years but
when I heard that the legendary Jim Steranko would
be here, I thought, ‘good
enough for Steranko, good
enough for anybody,’” Hester said.
Steranko is a famous
comic artist from the Silver
Age of comic books, which
lasted from roughly the
mid 1950s through 1970.
Steranko was known for
his work on the Nick Furry
character within the Marvel franchise. He is also
a recipient of the Eisner
Award, commonly refered
to as the Oscars of comics.
As attendees entered the
panel rooms they passed a
musical performance by a
group of “gamers” called
the League of Extraordinary Rock Banders. This
group of Bay Area Rock
Band enthusiasts had a
stage set up that allowed
for their music to be heard
throughout the lobby.
The panels showcased a
variety of topics not only

in the comic book industry
but in the fi lm, television,
gaming and cosplay industries as well.
If attendees needed a
break from walking, they
were able to enjoy watching others ride a mechanical bull that was set up in
the convention center that
anyone could ride and get
a T-shirt for their attempt.
For those into card and
board games, there were
tournaments throughout
the weekend and panels
teaching how to play some
of the more popular board
games like “Ticket to Ride”
and “Settlers of Catan.”
Bay Area comic book
fans will be treated with
two annual conventions
now that Big Wow is partnered with Steve Wozniak
and Stan Lee. Next year
they will bring the Silicon
Valley Comic Con into the
convention circuit.
Henry Navarro is a
Spartan Daily staff writer.

The show drags on
Visit spartandaily.com for
video coverage

BY JUSTIN SAN DIEGO
@incrediblejsd
Men in wigs, dresses,
makeup and heels strutted their stuff for Queers
Thoughtfully Interrupting Prejudice’s (QTIP)
eighth annual drag show.
QTIP President Joel
Newlyn, who goes by the
stage name Glitter Vortex, organized and emceed the event.
Jokes and sass were
present while Newlyn
emceed.
“I’m ugly, but I’m
beautiful," Newlyn said
with a smile beneath his
beard made of silver glitter. "I’m beautiful-ugly.”
“[Newlyn]
doesn’t
completely conform to
gender stereotypes,” said
Lauren Cordova, secretary of QTIP. “He’s very
energetic and knows how
to perform in drag.”
Newlyn
performed
three lip-sync numbers,
opening with Marina
and the Diamonds’ “Primadonna” and finally
closing with Lady Gaga’s
“Poker Face.”
Drag queen Dani
Cure collaborated with
Newlyn to perform Iggy
Azalea and Chali XCX’s
“Fancy.” They had recorded their performance of the same song
from last year’s show and
projected it onto a screen.
Due to technical difficulties, the performance
and track stopped early and the duo re-performed the song after the
intermission.
There were a total of
12 performances by 10
performers, which lasted
roughly an hour.
KaiKai Bee Michaels
served as co-emcee and
performed two lip-sync
performances. Michaels,
as a "faux" queen, is a biological female who performs in drag style.
Michaels
parodied
Meghan Trainor’s “All
About That Bass,” while
dressed like Darth Vader
from Star Wars. She lipsynced “Every inch of me
is robot from the bottom
to the top” while dancing
wearing a cape, leather
boots and a Darth Vader
mask.
A dancer in a

Justin San Diego | Spartan Daily
Faux queen KaiKai Bee Michaels performs a
parody of “All About That Bass” while a Stormtrooper dances at QTIP’s 8th campus drag
show last Thursday.
stormtrooper mask and
white underwear danced
behind her.
Michaels
returned
to the stage to perform
Mindless Self Indulgence’s “Shut Me Up,”
during which she walked
the aisles interacting
with the audience.
Drag queen Rock M.
Sakura’s two performances were inspired by
manga and cartoons.
Sakura’s performances were the most physical of them all, as she
jumped in a split and
spun in several circles.
Dressed to resemble
a vibrant anime character, she wore a pink
wig and tutu to perform
Kylie Minogue’s “Hand
on your Heart.” Sakura
changed into a blue wig
and tutu for her second
performance.
“You don’t really see
too many drag queens
drawing from nerdy
things like cartoons and
anime,” Sakura said.
The drag show broke
that taboo as many of the
performances included
anime, Star Wars and
"furries."
Gender Queer Society, a group of four drag
kings, humorously performed a song about having male genitalia, then
performed ‘N SYNC's
“Bye Bye Bye” while
dressed as characters
from movies and video
games.
Drag queen Chantalle, dressed in a black
body suit, performed a
mash up of songs including Jessie J’s “Bang Bang”
and The Pussycat Dolls'
“When I Grow Up,” after

a long video intro of pictures and digital effects.
Chantalle was one of
the more convincing female illusionists of the
night.
Lastly, J.J. Nogales
performed two dark rock
songs. In his first performance, Nogales tore his
wig off, revealing his real
hair.
Senior African-American studies LaPorche
Tenner attended this
show and a previous one.
“I like the originality,”
Tenner said. "Everyone’s
just so light-hearted and
ready to have a great time
onstage.”
The night was not
without mistakes. Technical difficulties, zippers
caught during a strip and
some performers showed
a lack of confidence.
Sakura fell while doing a dance move and exited the stage.
“It’s never a successful
drag show unless something goes wrong, unless
you have to do a number
twice,” Sakura said.
The crowd overlooked
errors, applauding every
performance.
Throughout the night,
the queens promoted
their upcoming shows
including Fanime Convention
performances
and routine venue shows
at the Renegades and
King of Clubs.
Compared to many
drag shows at clubs and
bars, this was kept more
PG, to mix well with the
broader student audience.
Justin San Diego is
a Spartan Daily staff
writer.

Raphael Stroud | Spartan Daily
Scarlet Spider prepares for a photo in front of the welcoming sign to the
2015 Big Wow Comic Fest, a Bay Area-based comic convention.
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To serve and protect us or meet their quota?
Vanessa Gongora

Follow Vanessa
on Twitter
@_princessness_
We were driving, singing
along to our jams, thinking
we’re doing nothing wrong and
before we knew it there were
flashing red and blue lights in
the rearview mirror.
Most people take a deep
breath and already know what’s
coming a ticket for whatever
reason the cop makes up.
Cops expect us to take the
ticket, pay it and go to traffic
school.
I refuse to pay for a falsely
cited ticket. I fight them with
everything I have.
In January, I was driving with
one of my friends in the fast lane
on the freeway back to San Jose
State from So Cal going a little
over the 70 mph speed limit,
having a great time, and instantly my day was ruined.
I saw the cop way before
I passed him, which is why
I slowed down, but having a
bright blue car with tinted windows didn’t help.
Before I pulled over, I
checked my speed and had my
friend confirm that I was going
80 mph.
The cop approached my window and was extremely rude.
“I pulled you over for your
speed,” he said with attitude. “I
need to see your license, registration and insurance.”
I was alarmed the cop didn’t
ask where I was headed or if I
knew why he pulled me over.
After he ran my information
and wrote the ticket, he brought
it back to my window and said
he put me down for speeding at
94 mph in a 65 mph zone and for
having tinted windows.

There was no way I was going
94 mph because I was on cruise
control at 80 mph and I was in a
70 mph zone, not a 65 mph zone.
I admitted I was going above the
speed limit but not for what he
put me down as. I also explained
that I got pulled over twice before
and they never mentioned anything about my tinted windows.
He totally ignored what I said
and continued to explain what he
had written on the ticket.
Do not let cops play you.
Cops sometimes give us
tickets because they have to meet
their quota so they exaggerate
what really happened.
According to NBC Bay Area
news, members of a Bay Area
police agency said the leadership
at their department is choosing
public image over public safety.
“You have officers more
concerned with writing tickets
and keeping stats up than apprehending suspects, for instance–
catching residential burglars,
patrolling neighborhoods,” a
disguised officer said to NBC Bay
Area news.
Some officers give more
tickets because if their statistics
are too low, they are threatened
with punishment, according to
an officer who told NBC Bay
Area news.
Cops think we can’t do anything about it because it is their
word over ours.
That is not true.
Always fight your tickets in
court or trial by written declaration. You would be surprised
how many times you could win
and get your money back.
First thing you do when
you get the ticket in the mail
is call the courthouse number on the ticket and ask for
an extension. That will give
you an extra month to come
up with the money and write
a very detailed letter. When
you send the letter, you also
have to send the check with it
because if you don’t win, they
keep it.
The first two tickets I
received were for tailgating,
which is following too close
to a vehicle. I thought this
was ridiculous because the
first ticket I received was the

KNOW YOUR RIGHTS
1. Your Safety
Pull over to a safe place, turn off the ignition, stay in the car
and keep your hands on the wheel.
2. Right to Remain Silent
Don’t speak first. The Supreme Court says you should never
talk to a police officer before or after you’ve been arrested. The
Supreme Court ruled you must speak up and say out loud to
the police officer, “I’m going to remain silent.” You cannot be
detained or arrested for refusing to answer questions.
3. Say NO to Police Searches
If a police officer didn’t need your permission to search, he
wouldn’t be asking you. Never give permission
for a cop to search you, your car or yourr home.
If a police officer does search you, don’tt resist
and keep saying, “I don’t consent to this
is
search.”
4. Ask “Am I free to go?”
As soon as the cops asks you a question, ask “Am I free to go?”
You have to ask if you’re “free to go” otherwise the police officer will think that you’re voluntarily staying to talk to him.
5. Record Your Interaction With The Cop
When you get pulled over, you are allowed to audio and video record the conversation with a police officer as long as
you have consent of all parties as long as you don’t physically
interfere with their work.
6. Fight Your Ticket
Never let a cop get away with giving you a falsely cited ticket.
Always call the court listed on your ticket
and ask for an extension. Fight your
case in court or trial by written
declaration. Be sure to research and provide facts to
support your claim.
Infographic by Vanessa Gongora
Information compiled from PoliceCrimes.com

day after I bought my car and
there was no way I was close
to any vehicle.
I fought both tickets using the
trial by written declaration, won
them both and got my $360 back
both times.
The cop who gives you the
ticket is notified when you write
the letter and has one month to
respond, but if they don’t, you
automatically win.
Even if they do write back,
do not think you do not have a
chance. The cop wrote back for
my second ticket I received and
the judge still ruled in my favor.
As for my speeding ticket, the
cop has one week left to respond.

The ticket was $685 and I
plan on receiving every penny
back. I wrote a very detailed letter
admitting I was going over the
speed limit, but not for what the
cop put me down for. I even researched the actual speed limit in
that county, which was 70 mph,
to prove my innocence and how
unreliable the RADAR/LIDAR
unit is because it can provide
false readings.
If you get a ticket, don’t be
lazy. Do something about it and
fight it.
Cops cannot get away with
everything.
Vanessa Gongora is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.

Anxiety: The silent burden
When people hear about anxiety, they
most likely think of general anxiety for a
test or an interview.
Anxiety, however, is far more complex.
I have been suffering from anxiety for
years.
It still plagues me occasionally, but my
condition was much worse in the past.
I had severe anxiety that seemingly
occurred out of the blue four years ago.
It is extremely difficult to explain what
it feels like, but the anxiety I felt made me
incredibly terrified of something I could
not see.
I felt as if I was going to die or some
horrific event was just around the corner,
even though I knew such a scenario was
highly unlikely.
Every day would be a struggle because
I knew that at any given moment I could
begin to panic.
My palms would get sweaty, my heart
would feel like it was going to pop out of
my chest and I had difficulty breathing.
I was embarrassed to speak to anyone
about it because at that moment I was
afraid of what people might think of me.
I reached the point where I thought I
was losing my mind.
My anxiety reached its peak when I suffered a handful of panic attacks and on one
occasion wound up in the emergency room.
I vividly remember hanging out with
friends when I suddenly felt tired and became increasingly paranoid of everything
around me because of it.

I began to sweat profusely with terrible
things running through my mind, along
with the underlying feeling that something terrible was about to happen as I
paced back and forth.
I checked into the hospital that day but
the visit would be a turning point for me
and my anxiety.
Those terrible days are behind me as
a result of support from peers as well as research and a return to regular exercise.
Today, I know how to control myself
a whole lot better, being an unfortunate
veteran of this disorder.
Anxiety disorder, however, is not something I hear about often even though it is
extremely common for someone my age.
According to the Anxiety and Depression Association of America, also known
as ADAA, the most common mental
illnesses in the United States are anxiety
disorders which affect 40 million adults
who are ages 18 and over.
Despite its relevance, only one-third of
people who suffer from an anxiety disorder receive treatment.
Anxiety occurs differently in everyone
that suffers from it and there are different
forms of anxiety such as generalized anxiety disorder, social anxiety disorder and
specific phobias, according to the ADAA.
Anxiety disorders need to be addressed
more in society because it is astounding to
me that I felt like I was the sole victim of
this disorder.
Finally speaking to my friends about it

Cristian Ponce

Follow Cristian on Twitter
@Heel_Ponce
and keeping myself distracted helped me
overcome the severe anxiety I once had.
I would never wish this type of disorder
upon anyone because it was truly the most
horrifying thing I’ve ever been through.
But my experiences have brought some
positives.
I now try to be more courteous to people because you never really know what
they’re going through.
Probably the most frustrating thing
told to me when I tried to tell someone I
was feeling out of it was “Hey man, just
relax.”
It is far more difficult than that.
If you suffer from anxiety, please talk to
someone about it because someone else is
likely to feel the same way you do.
Talking about my anxiety undoubtedly
helped me realize that I wasn’t losing my
mind and that I could get through it.
Next time you hear about someone
being anxious, please remember that can
mean a vast number of things.
Cristian Ponce is a Spartan Daily staff
writer.
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C
for Cristian Ponce’s column on

why long sports seasons are useless

OPINION

Tuesday, April 28, 2015

students speak

Should cities charge
tiered rates for water?
Compiled by Henry Navarro, Spartan Daily staff writer

NFL extra point attempt
needs to be abolished
Raymond
Ibale

Follow Raymond on Twitter
@RaymondIbale

Edgar Maravilla
Urban and regional planning
Grad student

Taz Yas
Civil engineering
Senior

“If we misuse water there should be
penalties for that. There should be
policies that regulate water so we
don’t misuse it.”

“Decreasing the amount of water
consumed should be done with water
efficient fi xtures and recycling water
not through tiered rates and taxes.”

Muhamed Causevic
Graphic design
Senior

Jerica Taraquinio
Health science
Junior

“I think corporations like Nestle should
be reducing their consumption.”

“I think it would make people use
less water if they were charged more.”
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Imagine your favorite NFL team just
scored a touchdown. How many of you
would count that as seven points for
your team? A touchdown is actually
worth six points with an extra point
attempt waiting to be taken.
The NFL’s extra point system is truly
an unwatchable play. I mean, what is the
point of watching a play that is converted successfully 99.3 percent of the time?
The only time an extra point was
considered a crucial play was in 2003,
when the New Orleans Saints played the
Jacksonville Jaguars. This play is named
the “River City Relay.”
After the Saints used three lateral
passes to score a touchdown as time expired in regulation, all they needed to do
was kick an extra point to tie the game,
20-20, and send the game into overtime.
Saints kicker John Carney missed the
ensuing extra point and lost the game
(19-20).
According to Business Insider, 30 of the
32 NFL teams want to change the extra-point play, but teams and officials are on
different terms of how to change the rule.
For a rule to be changed, 24 of the 32
teams would have to vote “yes” for any
rule change to be passed.
The rule change that is projected
is that the extra point play would be
moved back to the 15-yard line, creating
what would essentially be a 32 or 33yard extra point attempt.
What could be a game changer is if
they moved the two-point conversion

to the 1-yard line. This would hopefully
prompt teams to go for two more.
“Extra point opportunities should
move the line of scrimmage to the
1-yard line because doing so will create
more two-point opportunities and will
change the strategy for teams during a
game,” said Oakland Raider fan Anthony Altamero.
I can see teams with power running
backs easily converting two-point conversions if it were moved up to the 1- yard
line.
I would take my chances in putting
the ball in the hands of Seattle Seahawks
running back Marshawn Lynch or Green
Bay Packers running back Eddie Lacy to
punch it in for a two-point conversion.
The extra point is a noncompetitive play; the rule change would prove
dividends to making the extra point
attempt more watchable.
However teams would probably
choose the latter and still go for the
extra point field goal at the 30-yard
line than go for two at the 1 yard-line.
Essentially teams would only go two if
they really need it.
The league experimented with longer
extra point attempts in the 2014 preseason. Eight extra point field goals were
missed, but the success rate of the point
after touchdown, or PAT, was well above
94 percent.
Essentially eliminating the extra
point altogether has been discussed.
“The PAT is the least exciting play in
the NFL. Every team should just score
touchdowns and end it there,” said San
Francisco 49ers fan Scott Haidarian.
“Touchdowns, field goals and safeties
are good enough.”
Unless the extra point is changed
to make it more watchable, I will be
changing the channel after my team
scores a touchdown because there is no
chance whatsoever that they are going
to miss the PAT.
Raymond Ibale is a Spartan Daily
staff writer.
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Fury Road

4/16-4/19 Pullman, Wash.
@ Washington State
Cougars
W 7–5
L 4–3
L 14–2
L 8–5

Spartan baseball wraps up a 10-game
road trip today as they take on Stanford.
The Spartans have gone 2–7 on the trip
that took them up and down the West
Coast and are 3–24 away from Municipal.

4/24-4/26 Reno, Nev.
@ Nevada Wolfpack
W 7–5
L 4–3
L 8–5

4/14 Moraga, Calif.
@ Saint Mary’s Gaels
L 7–3

Infographic by Jonathan Wold

Map courtesy of Wikimedia Commons

Inside Look: Women's Tennis
Mountain West Championship
No. 61 New Mexico 4, No. 62 SJSU 3

Singles

Photo courtesy of Mountain West Conference

Senior Julianna Bacelar prepares
a backhand at the Mountain West
Championships on Saturday.

W

L

Set 1

Set 2

Set 3

Gauvain
(SJSU)

Oliver
(UNM)

6–2

6–3

-

Smith
(UNM)

Klocker
(SJSU)

3–6

6–3

6–2

Rey
(SJSU)

Hopson
(UNM)

7–5

6–0

-

Dulski
(UNM)

Bacelar
(SJSU)

6–0

3–6

6–1

Cubukcu
(SJSU)

Bhat
(UNM)

6–1

6–1

-

Coone
(UNM)

Pahz
(SJSU)

3–6

6–1

6–1

STAFF REPORT
The No. 62 San Jose State women’s tennis team only needed to beat No. 61 New
Mexico on Saturday to move on to the
Mountain West Championship match,
but the Lobos managed to hold off the
Spartans in a 4–3 thriller.
Freshman Sybille Gauvain, sophomore
Gaelle Rey and freshman Malin Cubukcu
handled their matchups in straight sets to
give the Spartans three points in singles
play.
The Spartans were swept 3–0 in doubles play, which gave the Lobos a 1-point
advantage over SJSU.
Senior Julianna Bacelar finished her last

Visit spartandaily.com
for video coverage

BY ROSA JASSO
@RosabJasso

4/21 Davis, Calif.
@ UC Davis Aggies
L 6–5

4/28 Stanford, Calif.
@ Stanford Cardinal
5:30 pm

Spartan athletes honored
for academic excellence

Doubles
W

L

Result

Dulski/Smith
(UNM)

Klocker/Rey (SJSU)

6–3

Oliver/Coone
(UNM)

Cubukcu/Gauvain
(SJSU)

6–3

Baklini/Bhat
(UNM)

Pahz/Bacelar
(SJSU)

4–4

Infographic by Samuel Brannan

day as a Spartan with 131 wins, which is
one win away from tying the SJSU record.
Bacelar nearly had a chance to tie the
record in her doubles matchup, but the
match was cut short at 4–4, as New Mexico
secured the game-winning point in singles
play before her match ended.
Information compiled by SJSU Athletics.

Balancing school work
and being an athlete takes
great dedication. However, 56 students were able to
maintain a grade point average of at least 3.65 while
being on a sports team.
Almost 4,000 students
were recognized for their
high academic achievements at the Honors Convocation Ceremony on Friday. Students from multiple
college programs such as
health science, engineering
and social sciences were
recognized as Dean’s Scholars and President’s Scholars
by the department’s dean,
San Jose State provost Andy
Feinstein and President
Mohammad Qayoumi.
Four thousand students were recognized
and of those students, 56
are student-athletes including Rebecca and Breanna Garcia, both senior
psychology majors, who
were recognized as President’s Scholars.
Dean’s Scholars are students who maintained a
GPA of at least 3.65 for two
consecutive semesters. A
President’s Scholar is recognized for maintaining at
least a 4.0 GPA for two consecutive semesters.
Rebecca and Breanna
Garcia have been awarded the President’s Scholar
award for two years in a
row and are athletes on the

Rosa Jasso | Spartan Daily
Twins Breanna and Rebecca Garcia, both
senior runners on the women’s cross country
team, recieved awards at the Honors Convocation on Friday night at the SJSU Event Center.
women’s cross country and
track team.
Rebecca Garcia was a
Dean’s Scholar three years
ago and has been a President Scholar for the last two
years. Breanna Garcia has
been recognized as a President’s Scholar three years
in a row.
“It is 100 percent possible to get a 4.0 and to do
everything, keep social
activities, academics, even
sports,” Breanna Garcia
said. “It’s doable, you don’t
have to pick and choose
what you excel at.”
Both Rebecca and Breanna Garcia have been
accepted into graduate
schools and will continue their education after
graduating this semester.
Felix Petermann, a junior public relations major, was recognized as a
President’s Scholar. He is a
transfer student from Germany and a goal keeper for
the men’s soccer team.
This is Petermann’s first

year being awarded as President’s Scholar and he said
he feels proud because it is a
way to show his family that
his transfer was worth paying for.
Petermann not only
has to balance his academics and sports, but also
his Type 1 diabetes which
he was diagnosed with in
2009.
“Nowadays it’s a chronic
disease but with the right
attitude and the right kind
of discipline you can easily
get control of it,” Peterman
said. “I use it as a benefit for
me, trying to make the best
out of every situation.”
Petermann said he still
strives for success in his
sports and academics and
does not let his disease
limit him from achieving his goals. He said he
would love to continue his
soccer career at a professional level .
Rosa Jasso is a Spartan
Daily staff writer.

